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would be extraordinarily unlikely to occur in the 
absence of climate change.34 Exposure to heat 
waves during in utero development is associated 

with increased risks of preterm birth and low 
birth weight; hyperthermia and death among in-
fants; and heat stress, kidney disease, and other 

Figure 2. Susceptibilities in Fetuses, Infants, and Children Associated with Climate Change and Exposures.

Adapted from Haines and Ebi.12 Shown are examples of potential exposure pathways, susceptibilities, and potential health outcomes 
linking climate change with children’s health. PTSD denotes post-traumatic stress disorder.
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