
DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION TO STAY PROCEEDINGS | 1 

Austin Knudsen 
Montana Attorney General 
Michael D. Russell 
Thane Johnson 
Assistant Attorneys General 
MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PO Box 201401 
Helena, MT 59620-1401 
Phone: 406-444-2026 
michael.russell@mt.gov 
thane.johnson@mt.gov 
 
Emily Jones 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
JONES LAW FIRM, PLLC 
115 N. Broadway, Suite 410 
Billings, MT 59101 
Phone: 406-384-7990 
emily@joneslawmt.com 
 
Mark L. Stermitz  
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP  
305 S. 4th Street E., Suite 100  
Missoula, MT 59801-2701  
Phone: 406-523-3600  
mstermitz@crowleyfleck.com  

Selena Z. Sauer 
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 
PO Box 759 
Kalispell MT 59903-0759 
Phone: 406-752-6644 
ssauer@crowleyfleck.com 

Attorneys for State of Montana 
 

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
 

RIKKI HELD, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
STATE OF MONTANA, et al., 
 

Defendants. 

Cause No.: CDV-2020-307 
Honorable Kathy Seeley 

 
 

DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE 
OF WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION 

TO STAY PROCEEDINGS 

 
Defendants hereby submit this Notice to inform the Court and Plaintiffs of their decision 

to withdraw their pending Motion to Stay Proceedings. This withdrawal follows Defendants being 

informed of the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (“DEQ”) decision not to appeal 
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the Yellowstone County District Court’s decision in MEIC v. DEQ, Cause No. DV-56-2021-

0001307, with respect to its interpretation of Section 75-1-201(2), MCA (the “MEPA Limitation”) 

in light of the Montana Legislature’s substantive amendment of the same through the enactment 

of HB 971. (See Defendants’ 5/10/23 Notice of Supplemental Authority).  

Dated this 10th day of May, 2023. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Michael D. Russell, hereby certify that I have served true and accurate copies of the foregoing 
Notice - Notice of Withdrawal of Motion to the following on 05-10-2023:

Dustin Alan Richard Leftridge (Attorney)
345 First Avenue East
Montana
Kalispell MT 59901
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: eService

Roger M. Sullivan (Attorney)
345 1st Avenue E
MT
Kalispell MT 59901
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: eService

Barbara L Chillcott (Attorney)
103 Reeder's Alley
Helena MT 59601
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: eService

Melissa Anne Hornbein (Attorney)
103 Reeder's Alley
Helena MT 59601
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: eService

Austin Miles Knudsen (Govt Attorney)
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Helena MT 59620
Representing: Montana Public Service Commission, State of Montana, Steve Bullock, Mt Dept. Of 
Natural Resources And Conservation, Greg Gianforte, Montana Department of Transportation
Service Method: eService



Mark L. Stermitz (Attorney)
304 South 4th St. East
Suite 100
Missoula MT 59801
Representing: Montana Public Service Commission, State of Montana, Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality, Steve Bullock, Mt Dept. Of Natural Resources And Conservation, Greg 
Gianforte, Montana Department of Transportation
Service Method: eService

Emily Jones (Attorney)
115 North Broadway
Suite 410
Billings MT 59101
Representing: Montana Public Service Commission, State of Montana, Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality, Steve Bullock, Mt Dept. Of Natural Resources And Conservation, Greg 
Gianforte, Montana Department of Transportation
Service Method: eService

Thane P. Johnson (Govt Attorney)
215 N SANDERS ST
P.O. Box 201401
HELENA MT 59620-1401
Representing: State of Montana
Service Method: eService

Lee M. McKenna (Attorney)
1520 E. Sixth Ave.
HELENA MT 59601-0908
Representing: Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Service Method: eService

Julia A Olson (Attorney)
1216 Lincoln St
Eugene 97401
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: Email

Philip L. Gregory (Attorney)
1250 Godetia Drive
Redwood City 94062
Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: Email

Andrea K. Rodgers (Attorney)
1216 Lincoln St.
Eugene 97401



Representing: Eva L, Nathaniel K, Kathryn Grace S, Jeffrey K, Kian T, Mika K, Georgianna F, Rikki 
Held, Lander B, Olivia V, Sariel S, Badge B
Service Method: Email

Nathan Bellinger (Attorney)
1216 Lincln St.
Eugen 97401
Representing: Rikki Held
Service Method: Email

 
 Electronically signed by Dia Lang on behalf of Michael D. Russell

Dated: 05-10-2023


