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Attorneys for Defendants 
 

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY 
 

RIKKI HELD, et al., 
 
   Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
STATE OF MONTANA, et al., 
 
   Defendants. 
  

Cause CDV 20–307 
Hon. Kathy Seeley 

 
DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE REGARDING 

REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 
ON MOTION FOR SUMMARY 

JUDGMENT, MOTION TO PARTIALLY 
DISMISS FOR MOOTNESS, 

AND MOTION TO STAY PROCEEDINGS 
 

 
 Pursuant to the discussion at the pre-trial conference held on April 27, 2023 in this matter 

regarding Defendants’ request for oral argument on their pending Motion for Summary Judgment, 

Defendants hereby notify the Court of their decision to maintain their request for oral argument 
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regarding the same. Defendants also request oral argument on their pending Motion to Partially 

Dismiss for Mootness and Motion to Stay Proceedings, neither of which are yet fully briefed. 

Defendants anticipate submitting their Reply Briefs in support of those Motions by April 28, 2023.  

Defendants further wish to correct and clarify statements made by counsel at the pre-trial 

conference regarding the question of whether Defendants’ Motion to Stay is rendered moot by the 

April 6, 2023 Order entered by the Yellowstone County District Court in MEIC v. DEQ, Cause 

No. DV-56- 2021-0001307. Those statements were made in error and were the result of inadvertent 

miscommunication, as Defendants do believe a stay is warranted as set forth in greater detail in 

their forthcoming Reply. Defendants apologize for any inconvenience or confusion in this regard. 

DATED this 27th day of April, 2023. 
 

Austin Knudsen 
  MONTANA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 

 
                   

Michael Russell 
  Assistant Attorney General 
PO Box 201401 
Helena, MT 59620-1401 
michael.russell@mt.gov 

 
Emily Jones 
  Special Assistant Attorney General 
JONES LAW FIRM, PLLC 
115 N. Broadway, Suite 410 
Billings, MT 59101 
emily@joneslawmt.com 

 
Mark L. Stermitz 
CROWLEY FLECK, PLLP 
305 S. 4th Street E., Suite 100 
Missoula, MT 59801-2701 
mstermitz@crowleyfleck.com 
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Olivia V, Eva L, Lander B, Jeffrey K, Kian T
Service Method: eService
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Barbara L Chillcott (Attorney)
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Mark L. Stermitz (Attorney)
304 South 4th St. East
Suite 100
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Representing: Greg Gianforte, Steve Bullock, Montana Public Service Commission, Montana 
Department of Transportation, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, State of Montana, Mt 
Dept. Of Natural Resources And Conservation
Service Method: eService

Austin Miles Knudsen (Govt Attorney)
215 N. Sanders
Helena MT 59620
Representing: Greg Gianforte, Steve Bullock, Montana Public Service Commission, Montana 
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Department of Transportation, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, State of Montana, Mt 
Dept. Of Natural Resources And Conservation
Service Method: eService

Emily Jones (Attorney)
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Service Method: eService

Lee M. McKenna (Attorney)
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Representing: Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Service Method: eService

Thane P. Johnson (Govt Attorney)
215 N SANDERS ST
P.O. Box 201401
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Representing: State of Montana
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Philip L. Gregory (Attorney)
1250 Godetia Drive
Redwood City 94062
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Olivia V, Eva L, Lander B, Jeffrey K, Kian T
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1216 Lincoln St
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